FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

condemned to death for military insurrection. (This officer
would have been the leader of the rebellion in 1936 in place of
Franco if he had not finally met his death in an aeroplane crash on
July 2Oth on his way to Spain from Portugal, where he had been
engaged in the conspiracy against the Republic.) In 1934 &e
dictatorial Government of Gil Robles and his army generals
repaid this generosity by imprisoning the Republican leaders,
among them Senor Azana, and sending Moroccan troops to
practise their notorious cruelty on the Asturian miners. But when
Spanish democracy regained power in 1936, instead of making" a
stand against its enemies, it preferred to let them grow in power,
for fear of being accused of intolerance or undue severity*

It was in the period between the elections and the outbreak
of the rebellion that democracy failed. No recourse to dictatorship
of any kind would have been necessary to ensure respect for the
Republican regime and to nip the insurrectionist movement in
the bud. If half a dozen generals had been imprisoned, or even
one or two of them shot, Spain would have been spared much
bloodshed and three terrible years of war. Even at the beginning
of July 1936, when all preparations for the rebellion had been
made, the Republican Government'could still have saved the
situation by disbanding part of the army, as had been suggested,
or by arming the most reliable members of the trade unions,
as we Socialists had asked. A firm attitude at that time would
. have made the rebel leaders reflect and abandon their project.
All documentary evidence, including the subsequent biographies
of Franco and Mola (which should be read by those in .Great
Britain and the United States who sympathize with the rebels
through ignorance of what really happened in Spain), proves that
the insurgent leaders were convinced that forty-eight hours after
the insurrection they would be the new rulers of the country. They
never contemplated a civil war because they did not expect
resistance. If the Government had armed the country or dis-
.banded part of the army, the rebels would have realized that the
Republic was ready to fight for its rights and they would have
retreated before this prospect. Even if some of the conspirators
had in fact rebelled, the situation would have been very different
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